
We use a personalized approach with each food shelf we partner with in order to best
meet their needs.   We match funding support with skilled volunteer consultants to
address challenges a food shelf is facing.  Key areas of support include:

The Foundation For Essential Needs works to make food accessible to Minnesotans
experiencing food insecurity. Using our network of volunteers, we invest in and work
individually with food shelves around the state, helping to improve their financial and
operational capacity so they can better and more sustainably serve their communities.

How FFEN Partners with Food Shelves

Food shelf usage
by seniors is up 50%
from just 5 years ago

Food shelf visits hit a
record high in 2019, 10

years post-recession

1 in 8 children in
Minnesota struggle

with hunger

Hunger in Minnesota is Growing
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Food Source Analysis
to improve quality

and healthfulness of
the food

Layout and Design
changes for efficiency
and improved client

experience

One-on-one Support
in navigating the

changing hunger-relief
system
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Chisholm  Food Shelf wanted to add a
mobile food shelf to their services. FFEN
provided funding sources to purchase a
van and expertise to develop a budget and
plan for mobile food distribution.

Chisholm Food Shelf, Chisholm, MN

FFEN helped to decrease food costs and
streamline food packing and distribution
processes so they could accommodate the
400% increase in demand at their food
shelf in 2020.

Calvary Lutheran Food Shelf, Mpls., MN

FFEN worked with this food shelf to support
their transition from a prepacked boxed food
model to a shopping model. Through the
partnership, Helping Hands was able to nearly
double the amount of fresh produce they
provide.

Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mahnomen, MN 

Our Impact Across Minnesota
FFEN has partnered with more than 100 food
shelves since 2013, increasing access to food
for Minnesotans across the state.
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